
FINAL 



DINING-IN NARRATIVE AND SCRIPT
1730 

Group pictures will start at this time. 

1800

The cocktail period provides an excellent forum for fellowship and allows the President the opportunity to circulate among the guests.  Conversation should be short and light.  Each mess member should talk with as many comrades and guests as possible.  

Uniform is Dress Mess, Dress Blues, or Class As with bow tie (males) or necktab (females).  Other services personnel will wear appropriate formal military attire.  

1835 

Form the receiving line from right to left in order of rank with the president on the right of the receiving line with the guest of honor on his left.  The Adjutant’s position is on the right of the president.  As each member of the mess or guest comes abreast of the Adjutant, they announce their names to the Narrator, but do not shake hands with the Adjutant.  The mess members should never assume that the Adjutant automatically remembers their name, so they should introduce themselves.  The Adjutant, in turn, introduces them to the President of the mess.  Mess members always face the person being greeted and promptly move to the next person.  Engage in conversation with the members of the receiving line only when delays occur.  Do not bring drinks, cigarettes, cigars, etc., through the receiving line.

1855 

MR. VICE

Directs the bugler to play "MESS CALL". 

(BUGLER plays MESS CALL twice).

 NARRATOR:

The members of the head table enter (one at a time in order of seating or all at once) 

          "FELLOW SOLDIERS, "I WOULD NOW LIKE TO INTRODUCE TO YOU THE MEMBERS OF THE HEAD TABLE. 
Note:  play "March Of The Sergeants Major” (for enlisted dining in) or appropriate march music.

MR. VICE:

When the members of the head table are in position, Mr. Vice reports to the President of the Mess:


States: "MR. PRESIDENT, THE MEMBERS OF THE MESS ARE ASSEMBLED."

MR. PRESIDENT:
Commands:  "COLOR SERGEANT!"
(DRUMMER does drum roll)

COLOR SERGEANT:  

Moves forward and centers on the head table.  Color Sergeant performs an ABOUT FACE.  Colors move into pre-designated position.

Note:  When Color Sergeant faces about, turn off the house lights.  The left spotlight focuses on the National Colors and remains on through out the honors and until all colors are posted and the house lights are turned on.

NARRATOR:


States:  "WHEREVER I GO ... MY COLORS SPEAK OF FREEDOM FOR ALL PEOPLES ... I WAS CONCEIVED TO REPRESENT AN IDEAL ... ONE WHOSE MESSAGE HAS BEEN CARRIED OVER TWO CENTURIES ... I WAVE IN SILENT TRIBUTE TO THE GOOD THAT MANKIND HAS SHOWN ... I AM LIBERTY ... THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA."

Note:  While the "GRAND OLD FLAG" is played, the Colors advance to and halt at left edge of the head table.  The left spotlight remains focused on the Colors. When the music stops, the right spotlight  goes to the Army flag and turns on.  The narrative is read.

NARRATOR:  


States:  "MY BATTLE STREAMERS STAND IN MUTE TESTIMONY OF THE VICTORIES THAT TWO HUNDRED AND TWENTY YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE HAVE PRODUCED ... MY SOLDIERS HAVE TAKEN THEIR STAND ... AND HELD THEIR GROUND IN WAR AND IN PEACE ... IN THE TRADITION SET BY THEIR PREDECESSORS AT VALLEY FORGE ... PUSAN ... VIETNAM ... GRENADA ... PANAMA ... AND DESERT STORM ... I AM THE DEFENDER OF FREEDOM ... THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES ARMY."

Note:  While the "ARMY SONG" plays, the Army flag advances to and halts in front of the head table.  When the music stops, turn off the right spotlight and immediately turns on to the Navy flag. 

NARRATOR:  


States:  "FROM THE YEARS OF MY FIRST PRIVATEER ... TO THE DECKS OF MY NEWEST NUCLEAR CARRIER ... MY MEN AND WOMEN HAVE CARRIED THE BATTLE TO THE ENEMY'S SHORES ... I HAVE DEFENDED LIBERTY ON THE SEAS AGAINST ALL WHO DARED TO CHALLENGE ... AND MY HEROES HAVE REMAINED VICTORIOUS ... I AM TRADITION ... THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES NAVY ... "

Note:  While "ANCHORS AWAY" plays, the Navy flag advances to and halts at the head table.  When the music stops, the right spotlight on the Navy flag turns off and immediately turns on to the Air Force flag.

NARRATOR:  


States:  "FROM LONELY SHORES TO STORMY SEAS ... MY SHIPS AND SAILORS GUARD THE FUTURE OF OUR COUNTRY ... PRIDE AND PROFESSIONALISM ARE THE KEY WORDS IN THE PERFORMANCE OF OUR DUTY ... THOUGH MY NUMBERS ARE FEW ... MY CONTRIBUTIONS ARE MANY AND EVERLASTING ... TO THOSE IN NEED, MY HISTORY SHINES AS A BEACON, AN EXTENDED HAND IN THE DARKNESS OF THE UNKNOWN ... I EPITOMIZE THE WORD ‘SERVICE’ ... THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES COAST GUARD."

Note:  While "Semper Paratas" plays, the flag advances to and halts at the head table.  When the music stops, turn off the right spotlight, and immediately turn on to the Organizational flag 

NARRATOR:


States:  "ALTHOUGH I REMAIN AT _________ ... MY Soldiers CARRY MY PRINCIPLES ... THOUGHTS ... AND IDEAS ACROSS THE WORLD TO THE FRONTIERS OF FREEDOM ... I AM THE CAPSTONE ... AND MY COLORS REFLECT MY DEDICATION TO THE ENTIRE MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT ... AND TO OUR NATION ... I REPRESENT __________ ... THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES ARMY _____________________."

Note:  Play appropriate music, the organizational flag advances to and halts at the head table.  When the music stops, both spotlights remain on and follow the colors into position.

COLOR SERGEANT:  


Commands: “PRESENT ARMS” (faces about and reports) “ THE COLORS ARE PRESENT”

MR. PRESIDENT: 


Commands: “POST THE COLORS” (Returns salute).

COLOR SERGEANT:


Commands: “ORDER ARMS, RIGHT FACE, FORWARD MARCH.”  Color guard moves to the rear of the head table and on the flag stands and MARKS TIME.  Color Sergeant then commands “COLORS HALT. LEFT, FACE.”  Color bearers, without command, place colors in the stand, adjusts colors, then the Color Sergeant commands, “PRESENT ARMS.”

DRUMMER:  When the color Guard executes the initial right face, the Drummer initiates drum roll until the command HALT is given.

Note:  The left spotlight on the National Colors remains positioned on the Colors for the "NATIONAL ANTHEM".             

Note:  When the video/music is over, the house lights come on and all spotlights turn off.
COLOR SERGEANT:  


Commands:  "ORDER ARMS, RIGHT FACE, and FORWARD MARCH”

The color guard exits the area. 

NOTE: When the Color Sergeant gives the command FORWARD MARCH, a drum roll sounds until the Color guard exits the area. 

NARRATOR:  


States: "Chaplain, IF YOU WOULD, PLEASE BLESS THIS ASSEMBLY."

(CHAPLAIN:)
Moves to the podium, pausing for the Color Guard to return to their seats, renders the invocation and returns to his seat.

MR. VICE:


States: "MR. PRESIDENT."

MR. PRESIDENT:  


States: "YES, MR. VICE."

MR. VICE:  (MSG NAME)


States: "I WOULD LIKE TO REQUEST THAT THE MESS BE OPENED."
MR. PRESIDENT:  


States: "FELLOW NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICERS, I DECLARE THAT THE MESS IS NOW OFFICIALLY OPEN."...PAUSE....(Raps the gavel once) and states, "PLEASE BE SEATED."

MR. VICE:


Signals the narrator to read the history of the Dining-In and introduce the head table.

NARRATOR:


States: "THE UNITED STATES ARMY'S DINING-IN CEREMONY AND TRADITIONS EVOLVED FROM BRITISH MILITARY TRADITIONS.  BRITISH UNITS, SUCH AS THE BENGAL LANCERS, FREQUENTLY CONDUCTED OFFICER'S MESS DURING THE COLONIAL PERIOD IN INDIA.  AS TIME PROGRESSED, THE DINING-IN BECAME A NORMAL PART OF THE MILITARY SOCIAL CALENDAR.  PERCEPTIVE COMMANDERS REALIZED THAT A FORMAL BANQUET ALLOWED FOR THE RECOGNITION OF OUTSTANDING PERSONNEL AS WELL AS THE BUILDING OF CAMARADERIE AMONG THE MEMBERS OF THEIR UNITS."


"THE OLDEST RECORDED AMERICAN DINING-IN OCCURRED IN SEPTEMBER 1716.  GOVERNOR SPOTSWOOD OF VIRGINIA, ALONG WITH A COMPANY OF AMERICAN RANGERS, CROSSED THE BLUERIDGE MOUNTAINS AND DESCENDED INTO THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY, THEN INDIAN COUNTRY.  A MEMBER OF THE COMPANY WROTE, 'WE HAD A GOOD DINNER AND AFTERWARDS, WE GOT THE MEN TOGETHER AND LOADED ALL THEIR ARMS AND WE DRANK TO THE KING'S HEALTH IN CHAMPAGNE AND FIRED A VOLLEY, THE PRINCESS'S HEALTH WITH BURGUNDY AND FIRED A VOLLEY, AND WITH CLARET AND FIRED A VOLLEY.  WE DRANK TO THE GOVERNOR'S HEALTH AND FIRED ANOTHER VOLLEY.  WE HAD VIRGINIA RED WINE, WHITE WINE, WHISKEY, BRANDY, SHRUB, RUM, CHAMPAGNE, SAVORY PUNCH, CIDER, ETC.'"


"IN BOTH THE FIRST AND SECOND WORLD WARS, AMERICAN FORCES IN EUROPE WERE EXPOSED TO THIS CUSTOM AND READILY ASSIMILATED IT INTO THEIR OWN FUND OF TRADITIONS, COMBINING THE BEST ASPECTS OF THEIR OWN MANDATORY MESSES WITH THOSE OF ALLIED UNITS."


"IN GENERAL, THE DINING-IN IS A FORMAL BANQUET IN WHICH A HIGH DEGREE OF MILITARY ATMOSPHERE IS MAINTAINED, TOGETHER WITH AN AIR OF TRADITION AND FELLOWSHIP.  IT IS CUSTOMARY DURING THESE FUNCTIONS TO FETE THOSE WHO HAVE MADE OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE SERVICE, TO HEAR AN ADDRESS BY A DISTINGUISHED GUEST, AND TO PRESENT A SERIES OF TOASTS TO DIGNITARIES AND CHIEFS OF STATE."

MR. PRESIDENT:  


Note:  Makes opening remarks and then calls - "MR. VICE."

MR. VICE:


States:  "YES, MR. PRESIDENT."
MR. PRESIDENT:  (


States:  "EXPLAIN TO THE MESS THE MEANING OF THE RAPS OF THE GAVEL, HOW TO GAIN RECOGNITION, AND OTHER RULES OF THE MESS."

MR. VICE:


States:  "THE GAVEL IS USED TO SIGNAL THE MEMBERS OF THE MESS.  THREE RAPS OF THE GAVEL REQUIRES YOUR SILENCE AND ATTENTION, WHETHER YOU ARE STANDING OR SEATED.  TWO RAPS INDICATE YOU ARE TO STAND BEHIND YOUR CHAIR, AT YOUR PLACE.  ONE RAP INDICATES THAT YOU ARE TO SIT DOWN IN YOUR CHAIR.  NO ONE LEAVES THE MESS UNLESS AUTHORIZED BY MR. VICE."

MR. PRESIDENT:


States:  "MR. VICE."

MR. VICE:  


States:  "YES, MR. PRESIDENT."

MR. PRESIDENT:


States:  "MR. VICE, SAMPLE THE WINE TO SEE IF IT IS PALATABLE TO THE TASTE."

MR. VICE:


Note:  Have steward serve wine, make a show of sniffing the cork, sample the wine.

States:  "MR. PRESIDENT, I HAVE SAMPLED THE WINE AND FIND IT TO BE OF THE FINEST BOUQUET, ETC., AND FIND IT TO BE PLEASING TO THE PALATE."

MR. PRESIDENT:


States:  "THANK YOU MR. VICE.  WE MAY PROCEED WITH THE CEREMONY.  ENSURE THE GLASSES ARE CHARGED AT THIS TIME."

MR. VICE:


States:  "GUNNERS, PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL GLASSES ARE CHARGED AT THIS TIME."

Note:  first toaster must pause to ensure that all glasses are charged.

DESIGNATED NCO:


States:  "MR. VICE, (rank and name) REQUESTS TO BE RECOGNIZED."

MR. VICE:


States:  "(______) HAS THE FLOOR.  WHAT IS THE NATURE OF YOUR REQUEST?"                      

DESIGNATED NCO:


States:  "MR. VICE, I SHOULD LIKE TO PROPOSE A TOAST."
MR. VICE:


States:  "(________), WHAT IS THE NATURE OF YOUR TOAST?"
DESIGNATED NCO:


States:  "MR. VICE, IN KEEPING WITH THIS MOST AUSPICIOUS OCCASION OF HONORING A TRADITION THAT HAS ENDURED THROUGH THE CENTURIES, I WOULD LIKE US TO REMEMBER ANOTHER LONG-STANDING TRADITION, THAT OF THE FIRST TOAST OF THE EVENING BEING OFFERED TO THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, THE PRESIDENT."

MR. VICE:


States:  "(______), I FIND YOUR TOAST TO BE MOST APPROPRIATE, PLEASE RISE WITH A CHARGED GLASS FOR THE TRADITIONAL TOAST."

Note:  Mr. President raps the gavel twice.  All members of the mess rise and stand behind their chairs with a charged wine glass held at waist level.  Members of the mess will remain standing until all the toasts are completed.  
MR. VICE:


States:  "PROPOSE YOUR TOAST".

DESIGNATED NCO:


States:  "FELLOW SOLDIERS, I PROPOSE A TOAST TO THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF.  THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES."

ALL MEMBERS:


Respond:  "TO THE PRESIDENT."

DESIGNATED NCO:


States:  "MR. VICE, (_______) REQUESTS TO BE RECOGNIZED."

MR. VICE:


States:  "(____) HAS THE FLOOR.  WHAT IS THE NATURE OF YOUR REQUEST?"                      

DESIGNATED NCO:


States:  "MR. VICE, I WOULD LIKE TO PROPOSE A TOAST THAT HONORS THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES."

MR. VICE:  


States:  "(_____), I FIND YOUR TOAST MOST APPROPRIATE.

(______), PROPOSE YOUR TOAST!"

DESIGNATED NCO:  


States:  "FELLOW SOLDIERS, BOTH PRESENT AND PAST, WHO EPITOMIZE PROFESSIONALISM, HARD WORK, DEDICATION TO DUTY, OUR DEFENDERS OF FREEDOM THROUGHOUT THE WORLD AND INTO THIS NEW MILLENNIUM, I PROPOSE A MOST DESERVING TOAST TO THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES."

ALL MEMBERS:


Respond:  "TO THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES."

DESIGNATED NCO:  (OPTIONAL IF ALLIED SOLDIERS ARE IN THE MESS)


States:  "MR. VICE, (______) REQUESTS TO BE RECOGNIZED."

MR. VICE:


States:  "(_____) HAS THE FLOOR.  WHAT IS THE NATURE OF YOUR REQUEST?"                      

DESIGNATED NCO: 


States:  "MR VICE, I WOULD LIKE TO PROPOSE A TOAST TO THE ALLIED SERVICES."

MR. VICE:  


States:  "(_______), I FIND YOUR TOAST MOST APPROPRIATE.  (________), PROPOSE YOUR TOAST."

DESIGNATED NCO:  


States:  "FELLOW SOLDIERS, RARELY DO WE PARTICIPATE AND FIGHT IN CONFLICT THROUGHOUT THE WORLD WITHOUT A COILITION OF PARTNER COUNTRIES.  IN VIEW OF THE TEAM WORK AND SUPPORT OF OUR COMRADES IN ARMS, I PROPOSE A TOAST TO THE ALLIED SERVICES."

ALL MEMBERS:


Respond:  "TO THE ALLIED SERVICES."

DESIGNATED NCO: (FOR ENLISTED DINING IN)


States:  "MR. VICE, (______) REQUESTS TO BE RECOGNIZED."

MR. VICE: 


States:  "(______) HAS THE FLOOR.  WHAT IS THE NATURE OF YOUR REQUEST?"                      

DESIGNATED NCO:


States:  "MR. VICE, THE BACKBONE OF EACH SERVICE HAS TRADITIONALLY BEEN THE NCO CORPS.  I WOULD LIKE TO PROPOSE A TOAST IN THEIR HONOR."

MR. VICE:


States:  "(______), I FIND YOUR TOAST MOST APPROPRIATE.  (_______), PROPOSE YOUR TOAST."           

DESIGNATED NCO: 


States:  "FELLOW SOLDIERS, I PROPOSE A TOAST TO THE BACKBONE OF THE ARMY, TO THE BRAVE AND TRUE LEADERS OF SOLDIERS, OUR NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER CORPS."

ALL MEMBERS:


Respond:  "TO THE NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER CORPS."

DESIGNATED NCO:  


States:  "MR. VICE, (_______) REQUESTS TO BE RECOGNIZED."

MR. VICE:  


States:  "(______) HAS THE FLOOR.  WHAT IS THE NATURE OF  

YOUR REQUEST?"                      

DESIGNATED NCO:  


States:  "MR. VICE, I WOULD LIKE TO PROPOSE A TOAST TO AN OUTSTANDING ORGANIZATION (INSTITUTION) WHICH IS RICH IN TRADITION AND HAS A TIME HONORED HERITAGE.  THIS ORGANIZATION (INSTITUTION) IS ALSO THE _______________________.  

MR. VICE:  


States:  "(______), I FIND YOUR TOAST MOST APPROPRIATE.  (______), PROPOSE YOUR TOAST."
DESIGNATED NCO:  


States:  "FELLOW SOLDIERS, I PROPOSE A TOAST TO THE ORGANIZATION (INSTITUTION) WHICH IS THE ___________, THE UNITED STATES ARMY ____________."

ALL MEMBERS:


Respond:  "TO _________."

DESIGNATED NCO:  


States:  "MR. VICE, (_______) REQUESTS TO BE RECOGNIZED."

MR. VICE:  


States:  "(______) HAS THE FLOOR.  WHAT IS THE NATURE OF YOUR REQUEST?"                      

DESIGNATED NCO:  


States:  "MR. VICE, I WOULD LIKE TO PROPOSE A TOAST TO THE WONDERFUL FAMILY MEMBERS THAT SUPPORT US IN DEFENDING OUR NATION’S FREEDOM.”

MR. VICE: 

     States:  “(______), I FIND YOUR TOAST MOST APPROPRIATE.  (______), PROPOSE YOUR TOAST."

DESIGNATED NCO:  


States:  "FELLOW SOLDIERS, I PROPOSE A TOAST TO THE WONDERFUL FAMILY MEMBERS OF CLASS 51, LEADERSHIP, WHO SACRIFICE LONG HOURS, CAREERS, AND STABILITY.  WITHOUT THEIR SUPPORT, UNDERSTANDING AND PATIENCE, WE WOULD NOT BE ENJOYING TONIGHT’S FESTIVITIES."

ALL MEMBERS:


Respond:  "TO OUR FAMILIES."

Note:  This is the last toast.  After the "Members" response, the President raps the gavel once.
MR. VICE: 


States:  "PLEASE BE SEATED." 

Note:  All mikes off except Mr. President's, Mr. Vice's, and Narrator's.

MR. PRESIDENT:  


States:  "MR. VICE."

MR. VICE:  


States:  "YES, MR. PRESIDENT."

MR. PRESIDENT:  


States:  "AT THIS TIME, COMMENCE THE GROG BOWL CEREMONY."

MR. VICE:  


States:  "YES, MR. PRESIDENT" and signals the narrator.

NARRATOR: 


States:  "SINCE ITS INCEPTION, (______) PUNCH HAS BECOME ENTRENCHED AS A GLORIOUS TRADITION AND IS ENJOYED BY SOLDIERS OF THE ________."

Note:  Mr. Vice turns off his mike and goes to the grog bowl table.  He will use the hand-held mike at the grog bowl.

NARRATOR:  


States:  "(______) PUNCH IS A SUBSTANTIVE BREW OF PROVEN MEDICINAL VALUE.  IT WILL CURE WHAT AILS YOU, OR IT WILL ENSURE THAT YOU DON'T CARE.  WE CARRY IT IN OUR THERMOS JUGS TO WARD OFF THE WINTER'S CHILL.  IN A PINCH, IT IS AN EFFECTIVE WATERPROOFER FOR OUR EQUIPMENT AND HAS PROVEN TO BE SUPER EFFECTIVE AS A FUEL FOR OUR VEHICLES.”

Note:  Narrator signals Mr. Vice that he has concluded the introduction.

MR. VICE:  


States:  "I WILL NOW CALL THE VARIOUS REPRESENTATIVES (FROM THE DIFFERENT COMPONENTS AND SERVICES) TO STEP FORWARD TO ADD THEIR VARIOUS ELIXIRS TO THE PUNCH; CREATING (_____) PUNCH, A BREW YOU WILL NOT SOON FORGET."

Note:  Mr. Vice calls the representatives to the punch bowl in turn.  REPRESENTATIVES DO NOT DRINK OUT OF THE BOTTLE BEFORE POURING INTO THE BOWL.  DRINK AFTERWARDS, IF NECESSARY.

MR. VICE:  


States:  "(RANK/NAME), YOU HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED AS A TRUE PROFESSIONAL AND LEADER OF SOLDIERS.  AS OUR DESIGNATED ARMY NCO, PLEASE COME FORWARD AND ADD YOUR CONTRIBUTION TO THE GROG BOWL.”

(DESIGNATED SOLDIER): 

States:  “I WILL NOW POUR IN CHAMPAGNE WHICH SIGNIFIES THE QUALITY OF THE ARMY NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER, THE BACKBONE OF THE ARMY.  AS IS WELL KNOWN, ARMY NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICERS LEND DIGNITY TO ALL OCCASIONS BY THEIR MERE PRESENCE."

Note:  Do not drink out of the bottle before you pour.  Drink after, if desired.  Designated NCO will return to his seat immediately after adding the respective component to the grog.

MR. VICE:


States:  "(______), YOU HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED AS AN EXCEPTIONAL SENIOR NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER AND LEADER.  WILL YOU, AS A MEMBER OF OUR RESERVE COMPONENT REPRESENTING BOTH THE TOTAL FORCE AND THE UNITED STATES ARMY RESERVES, COME FORWARD WITH YOUR CONTRIBUTION.”

(DESIGNATED SOLDIER)

 States:  “I WILL ADD SOME GOOD CORN SQUEEZINGS.  THESE SQUEEZINGS REMIND US OF OUR EARLIEST AMERICAN HERITAGE; OUR HERITAGE OF CITIZEN SOLDIERS WHO SERVED HONORABLY AND WELL AT A MOMENT’S NOTICE AND IS IN TRIBUTE TO OUR CONTEMPORARIES IN THE RESERVE AND NATIONAL GUARD COMPONENTS."

Note:  Do not drink out of the bottle before you pour.  Drink after, if desired.  Designated NCO will return to her seat immediately after adding the respective component to the grog.

MR. VICE:


States:  "(______), A SENIOR NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER, HONORING OUR FELLOW DEFENDERS, THE UNITED STATES NAVY, WILL NOW COME FORWARD.”

(DESIGNATED SOLDIER)

 States:  "I WILL NOW POUR FROM THE LOCKER OF DAVY JONES AND ON THE NAVY'S BEHALF OF NEPTUNE REX, RULER OF THE BOUNDING MAIN. CLASS 51, OFFERS THIS BOTTLE OF RUM - TO ADD SPICE TO THE GROG IN TYPICAL UNITED STATES NAVAL TRADITION.  IN ADDITION TO THE SLIMY PARTS OF SELECTED DENIZENS OF THE DEEP, IT CONTAINS; GUNPOWDER FROM OLD IRONSIDES, BARBARY COAST PIRATE WHISKERS, SALT FROM THE BROWS OF CRUSTY SHELLBACKS, BILGE SLIME, SCUPPER DRAIN SCRAPINGS AND NEUTRONS FROM THE USS NIMITZ TO ADD ZING."

Note:  Do not drink out of the bottle before you pour.  Drink after, if desired.  Designated NCO will return to his seat immediately after adding the respective component to the grog.

MR. VICE:


States:  "(______), HONORING THE BEST OF OUR COASTLINE DEFENDERS, THE UNITED STATES COAST GUARD, WILL NOW COME FORWARD.”

(DESIGNATED SOLDIER)

 States:  "I WILL NOW ADD SCOTCH - TO REPRESENT THE UNITED STATES COAST GUARD, WHO HAS KEPT OUR SHORES SAFE FOR COUNTLESS YEARS.  AGED A FINE 209 YEARS, EXPERTLY BLENDED TOGETHER AS A MULTI-MISSIONED ARMED SERVICE WHICH HAS DEFENDED OUR NATION FROM THE BARBARY COAST OF THE 18th CENTURY TO THE PERSIAN GULF OF THE 20th CENTURY.  PIRATES, RUM RUNNERS, DRUG SMUGGLERS AND ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS BEWARE! THEY ARE SEMPER PARATUS, ALWAYS READY.”

Note:  Do not drink out of the bottle before you pour.  Drink after, if desired.  Designated NCO will return to his seat immediately after adding the respective component to the grog.
MR. VICE:


States:  "(______), HONORING THE BEST OF THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE, WILL NOW COME FORWARD.”

(DESIGNATED SOLDIER)

States:  "I WILL NOW ADD COGNAC TO REPRESENT THE AIR FORCE, WHOSE GALLANT MEMBERS CONTRIBUTED SO MUCH TO OUR NATIONAL FREEDOM AND HAVE KEPT OUR SKIES BLUE.”

Note:  Do not drink out of the bottle before you pour.  Drink after, if desired.  Designated NCO will return to his seat immediately after adding the respective component to the grog.
MR. VICE:  


States:  "(______), REPRESENTING THE COMMITMENT TO FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY DEMONSTRATED AROUND THE WORLD BY OUR ALLIED NATIONS’ NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICERS, WILL NOW COME FORWARD.”

(DESIGNATED SOLDIER)

 States:  "I WILL ADD THE FINAL CHARGE OF A BLENDED BOURBON WHICH WILL SERVE AS A CATALYST TO TIE OUR PUNCH TOGETHER. IT REPRESENTS ALL THE SERVICES OF ALL MEN AND WOMEN; AND SERVES TO REMIND US OF OUR COMMON BOND AND THAT NO ONE ARM CAN DO IT ALL.  WE MUST HAVE A COMBINED ARMS TEAM ON THE FIELD OF BATTLE."

Note:  Do not drink out of the bottle before you pour.  Drink after, if desired.  Designated NCO will return to his seat immediately after adding the respective component to the grog.

Note:  Mr. Vice takes a large spoon, stirs the punch, sips, and States:  "THIS PUNCH IN NOT QUITE RIGHT.  SOMETHING IS MISSING!  WHAT HAVE WE FORGOTTEN?"

Note:  At this moment the missing ingredient SOLDIER barges into the dining area from outside.
MR. VICE:  


Shouting:  "WHAT IS THIS DISTURBANCE?" 

DESIGNATED MISSING INGREDIENT SOLDIER:  


States:  “MR. VICE, (_____) REQUESTS TO BE RECOGNIZED!”

MR. VICE:


States:  “(______) HAS THE FLOOR.  WHAT IS THE NATURE OF YOUR REQUEST?”

DESIGNATED MISSING INGREDIENT SOLDIER:

States:  "MR. VICE, I BELIEVE I HAVE THE MISSING INGREDIENT."
MR. VICE:


States:  "(______), STEP FORWARD AND ADD THE MISSING INGREDIENT TO THIS OUTRAGEOUS PUNCH."

DESIGNATED MISSING INGREDIENT SOLDIER:


Pulls an old, dusty sock from his pocket saying:  “MR. VICE, I HAVE TRAVELED THE WHOLE WORLD OVER LOOKING FOR THAT MISSING INGREDIENT.  I HAVE SEARCHED THE FIELDS OF AMERICA, THE BEACHES AT NORMANDY, THE ISLANDS IN THE PACIFIC, AND THE MOUNTAINS OF KOREA.  I HAVE SCOURED THE RICE PADDIES OF VIETNAM, THE HILLS OF GRENADA, AND THE ISTHMUS OF PANAMA.  I HAVE BEEN TO SUCH PLACES AS SOUTHWEST ASIA, SOMALIA, AND HAITI.  I HAVE LOOKED LONG AND HARD.  BUT THIS, THIS IS THAT MISSING INGREDIENT.  THIS OLD SOCK REPRESENTS THE BASIC INDIVIDUAL SOLDIER, WITHOUT WHOM NOTHING CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED.” 

Note:  The designated missing ingredient SOLDIER deposits the sock into the punch bowl and then returns to their seat.  (Make sure sock is a brand new)

MR. VICE:  

Note:  Stirs the punch one final time.


States:  "I BELIEVE THAT DID IT.  BUT NOW WE NEED SOMEONE TO SAMPLE IT.  SO, MR. PRESIDENT, I WOULD LIKE TO CALL ON THE MOST EXPENDABLE MEMBER OF THE MESS TO COME FORWARD AND GIVE US HIS EXPERT OPINION."

MR. PRESIDENT: 


States:  "MR. VICE, IT IS SO ORDERED."
MR. VICE:


States:  "(______) WILL NOW COME FORWARD AND SAMPLE OUR GROG."

MOST EXPENDABLE SOLDIER: (doesn’t readily come forward)

MR. VICE:  

States:  “SERGEANT OF ARMS --- COME FORWARD TO ASSIST THIS SOLDIER IN SAMPLING OUR GROG.”    (AD LIB TO ESCORT)


(_____) comes forward, samples punch, Ad Libs results of sample.

MR. PRESIDENT: 


States:  "MR. VICE, SHOW THE MEMBERS OF THE MESS HOW TO REPORT TO THE GROG BOWL."

MR. VICE:  


States:  "YES, MR. PRESIDENT."

"(NAME/RANK), (Designated Demonstration SOLDIER), YOU HAVE BEEN FINED ONE HEALTHY DRAW FROM THE GROG.  PLEASE DEMONSTRATE TO THE MEMBERS HOW THIS IS DONE.”  (MSG BRAY reports to grog bowl and demonstrates.)

NARRATOR:  (REPORTING TO THE GROG BOWL)



The individual will march up and stop five paces in front of the grog bowl, and center himself on the Grog Bowl.  Render a hand salute.  Execute a left face and render a hand salute.  Execute a left face and rend a hand salute.  Execute a left face and render a hand salute.  The left face signifies going back in time to remember our fallen comrades.  The hand salute of the four cardinal directions honors the fact that Soldiers, Sailors and heroes alike have traveled and fought on all points of this earth.  Take two steps forward and bow rendering honors to the Grog.  This bow honors the bloodshed to sustain our great Nation.  Take a cup of the grog and drink the entire contents.  To show the entire contents were consumed, turn the cup upside down over your head.  Last, pay your fine of one quarter.  Note:  There is non-alcoholic grog for those who choose not to consume such beverage.   

MR. VICE:  

 
States:  "MR. PRESIDENT, THE DEMONSTRATION IS COMPLETE."
Note:  Fines will be administered by or through Mr. Vice.  Fines can be administered by table or individual.  If individuals do not go through Mr. Vice or use "Points of Order", they can be fined.

Note:  at this time the mess is ready for points of order.

MR. PRESIDENT:  

Note:  Mr. President may also call for lymrics.


States:  "MR. VICE, I UNDERSTAND THAT THERE EXISTS WITHIN (______), A SUPERIOR LEVEL OF TALENT THAT CAN BE USED TO APPROPRIATELY ENTERTAIN THE MESS THIS EVENING.”

MR. VICE:


States:  "YES MR. PRESIDENT, THAT IS CORRECT.  (_____) HAS PREPARED TANTALIZING DISPLAYS OF TALENT FOR OUR PLEASURE."

MR. PRESIDENT:  


States:  "MR. VICE, HAVE THE GROUPS INITIATE THEIR PLANNED ENTERTAINMENT."

MR. VICE:  


States:  "YES, MR. PRESIDENT.  SKIT GROUPS, PREPARE TO ENTERTAIN US."

Note:  At this moment, the groups  leave the dining area to prepare.

Note:  Mr. Vice proceeds through the order of group skits until complete.  Points of order for best and worst skits may be entertained at this time.  Fines should be levied against the worst skit.  

Note:  Meal should be brought to Mr. Vice during the last skit.

MR. VICE:


States:  "MR. PRESIDENT, THIS CONCLUDES THIS EVENING'S ENTERTAINMENT."

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Note:  Mr. President will announce 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place Skit finalists after intermission.


States:  "THANK YOU MR. VICE....  MR. VICE?"

MR. VICE:  


States:  "YES, MR. PRESIDENT."

MR. PRESIDENT: 


States:  "MR. VICE, SAMPLE THE MEAL TO SEE IF IT IS FIT FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION."

MR. VICE:  


States:  "YES MR. PRESIDENT."
Note:  Makes an elaborate display of sampling meat and vegetables. Then States:  "MR. PRESIDENT?"
MR. PRESIDENT:  


States:  "YES MR. VICE?"

MR. VICE:  


States:  "MR. PRESIDENT, I FIND THE ENTREE TO BE OF THE FINEST BOVINE SPECIES, THE VEGETABLESTO BE  OF THE FINEST GARDEN VARIETY, AND THE MEAL TO BE FIT FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION!"

MR. PRESIDENT:  


States:  "MR. VICE, BY YOUR FINDINGS WE MAY EXPECT A MEAL OF THE HIGHEST DEGREE OF CULINARY ART.  HAVE THE MEAL SERVED."

MR. VICE:  


States:  "YES, MR. PRESIDENT.  CHIEF STEWARD, PLEASE SERVE THE MEAL."

Note:  The head table is served first.  When most all members of the Mess have finished dining, Mr. President will queue Mr. Vice.

Note:  Mr. President raps the gavel three times.

MR. PRESIDENT:  


States:  "FELLOW SOLDIERS, THERE WILL BE A TWENTY-MINUTE INTERMISSION WHILE THE DINING AREA IS BEING CLEARED.  MR. VICE?"

MR. VICE:  


States:  "YES MR. PRESIDENT?"
MR. PRESIDENT:  


States:  "MR. VICE, I AM NOW ADJOURNING THE MESS FOR INTERMISSION.  PLEASE EXTEND AN INVITATION TO THE MEMBERS OF THE MESS TO JOIN ME AND THE OFFICIAL PARTY IN THE FOYER."

MR. VICE:  


States:  "YES MR. PRESIDENT.  PLEASE RISE FOR THE DEPARTURE OF THE OFFICIAL PARTY."

Note:  Mr. President raps the gavel twice.  The official party exits the Mess to the Lounge.

MR. VICE:  


States:  "THE MESS IS NOW ADJOURNED FOR TWENTY MINUTES. THE PRESIDENT OF THE MESS CORDIALLY INVITES YOU TO JOIN HIM AND THE OFFICIAL PARTY IN THE LOUNGE.  PLEASE EXIT DURING INTERMISSION SO THE DINING AREA MAY BE CLEARED.” THE SMOKING LAMP IS LIT.

Note:  After intermission there will be No More Fines!

MR. VICE - directs the bugler to sound "ASSEMBLY" twice.  At this time all mess members will file into the dining room and stand behind their chairs.

MR. VICE:  


States:  "FELLOW SOLDIERS, THE OFFICIAL PARTY."

MR. PRESIDENT:  


States:  "PLEASE BE SEATED."  

Note:  Mr. President raps gavel once.

MR. PRESIDENT: 

          MR. VICE EXTINQUISH THE SMOKING LAMP.

(Moves to the podium, announces skit finalist, and introduces Guest Speaker.)

GUEST SPEAKER:


(Remarks and Speech)

DESIGNATED SOLDIER:


(Moves forward at the conclusion of the Guest Speaker's remarks and presents the gift to the speaker.)

MR. PRESIDENT:  


States:  "MR. VICE?"
MR. VICE:  


States:  "YES, MR. PRESIDENT?"
MR. PRESIDENT:  


States:  "MR. VICE, ENSURE THAT ALL GLASSES ARE CHARGED. 

MR. VICE:


States:  "YES, MR. PRESIDENT.  GUNNERS, PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL GLASSES ARE CHARGED AT THIS TIME."  (Pause until gunners are finished.)  

MR. VICE:


States:  "MR. PRESIDENT, ALL GLASSES ARE CHARGED.  WE ARE HONORED THIS EVENING BY THE PRESENCE OF A SPECIAL AND HONORED GUEST SPEAKER.  I WOULD LIKE TO HAVE (________), (NAME/RANK), PROPOSE A TOAST IN HIS HONOR."

MR. PRESIDENT:


States:  "PROPOSE THE TOAST."

Note:  Mr. President raps the gavel twice.

MR. VICE:  


States:  "(______), PROPOSE THE TOAST TO THE GUEST SPEAKER.

DESIGNATED SOLDIER:  

States:  PLEASE RISE... FELLOW NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICERS, I PROPOSE A TOAST TO OUR HONORED GUEST!"

ALL MEMBERS:


State:  "TO OUR HONORED GUEST!"

MR. PRESIDENT:  


States:  "MR. VICE?"
MR. VICE:


States:  "YES MR. PRESIDENT?"

PRESIDENT:  


States:  "MR. VICE, HAVE A MEMBER OF THE MESS PROPOSE THE TRADITIONAL TOAST AT THIS TIME."

MR. VICE:  YES, MR. PRESISDEN.


States:  "(_____), I WOULD FIND IT MOST FITTING IF YOU WOULD RENDER THE TRADITIONAL TOAST TO OUR FALLEN COMRADES.  WOULD YOU GIVE US THAT HONOR?"

CLASS STUDENT:  


States:  "YES MR. VICE, I WOULD BE HONORED."
Note: (______) moves to the podium and the house lights are dimmed, but not turned out.  Left spotlight is on the Fallen Comrade table and the right spotlight is on the National Colors.

NARRATOR:  (Read with reverence)


States: "PERHAPS, AS YOU ENTERED THE HALL TONIGHT, YOU NOTICED A SMALL TABLE; SET FOR ONE, WITH A HELMET, AND BOOTS, IN A PLACE OF HONOR NEAR OUR HEAD TABLE.

*
THIS TABLE AND SETTING IS A REMINDER THAT ALL OF OUR COMRADES COULD NOT BE HERE WITH US TONIGHT.

*
THE TABLECLOTH IS BLACK, SYMBOLIZING THE DARKNESS AND MOURNING WE FELT AS OUR BROTHERS FELL IN BATTLE.

*
THE SINGLE ROSE LYING ON THE TABLE REMINDS US OF THE FAMILIES AND LOVED ONES WHO KEPT THE FAITH UNTIL THE VERY END.

*
A SLICE OF LEMON IS ON THE BREAD PLATE TO REMIND US OF THEIR BITTER FATE.

*
THERE IS SALT UPON THE BREAD PLATE, SYMBOLIC OF THE FAMILIES' TEARS AS THEY LEARNED OF THEIR LOVED ONES DEATH.

*
THE GLASS IS INVERTED; THEY CANNOT TOAST WITH US THIS NIGHT.

*
THE CHAIR IS EMPTY; THEY ARE NOT HERE.

*
REMEMBER, ALL OF YOU WHO SERVED WITH THEM AND CALLED THEM COMRADE; WHO DEPENDED UPON THEIR MIGHT AND AID, AND RELIED UPON THEM, FOR SURELY THEY HAVE NOT FORSAKEN YOU.  IT IS OUR HOPE THIS NIGHT, THAT WITH PRIDE AND HONOR, THEY WILL HEAR US AS WE TOAST THEIR ULTIMATE SACRIFICE TO THEIR COUNTRY'S CALL TO ARMS."

DESIGNATED FC TOAST SOLDIER:


States:  "FOR YEARS OUR COLORS HAVE REPRESENTED A NATION DEDICATED TO LIBERTY AND FREEDOM.  THEY HAVE BEEN CARRIED TO MANY LANDS AND INSPIRED ACTS OF VALOR WHICH OFTEN DEMANDED THE ULTIMATE SACRIFICE.  THOSE WHO HAVE COME BEFORE US HAVE PAID FOR OUR RIGHT TO CARRY ON IN THEIR STEAD.  FOR WARS ARE NOT WON, NOR FREEDOM ENSURED, BY THE LIVING ALONE.  WE OFFER THIS TOAST IN HONOR OF THOSE WHO HAVE GIVEN THEIR LIVES IN THE DEFENSE OF OUR NATION... FELLOW SOLDIERS, I PROPOSE A TOAST TO OUR FALLEN COMRADES."

ALL MEMBERS:


State:  "TO OUR FALLEN COMRADES."

Note:  The bugler plays "TAPS".  Spotlights remain on until "TAPS" is completed.  The house lights are turned back up and the spotlights are turned off (TAPS complete).  DESIGNATED SOLDIER returns to his seat.

MR. PRESIDENT: 


States:  “MR. VICE, LEAD THE MEMBERS OF THE MESS IN THE FIRST VERSE AND CHORUS OF THE ARMY SONG.”

MR. VICE: 

           States:  “YES MR. PRESIDENT.  FELLOW SOLDIERS, JOIN ME IN SINGING THE FIRST VERSE AND CHORUS OF THE ARMY SONG.”

Note:  Mr. Vice will queue the music and begin the song.
MR. PRESIDENT:  

"FELLOW SOLDIERS, PLEASE REMAIN STANDING FOR THE BENEDICTION."

"CHAPLAIN, PLEASE GIVE THE BENEDICTION."

CHAPLAIN: 


Moves to the podium, gives the benediction and returns to his seat.

MR. PRESIDENT:  


Commands:  "COLOR SERGEANT"
COLOR SERGEANT: 


Marches up to and centers on the President and Presents Arms.

            Color Guard marches to a designated point behind the Color Sergeant.


“REQUEST PERMISSION TO RETIRE THE COLORS.”

MR. PRESIDENT:


Commands:  "RETIRE THE COLORS" and returns salute.

COLOR SERGEANT:  


Goes to Order Arms, executes About Face and 

Commands:  "FORWARD MARCH." 

Note:  Upon command, they move forward, around the head table and behind their respective flag.  

COLOR SERGEANT:  


Commands:  "PRESENT ARMS, ORDER ARMS, SECURE COLORS, RIGHT FACE, FORWARD MARCH".  Color Sergeant then marches the detail out of the dining area.

MR. VICE:  


States:  "MR. PRESIDENT, THE COLORS ARE RETIRED.  I RESPECTFULLY REQUEST THAT THE MESS BE CLOSED."

MR. PRESIDENT:  


States:  "THANK YOU MR. VICE. I WOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS MY APPRECIATION FOR YOUR FINE COMPANY THIS EVENING.  THANKS TO OUR DISTINGUISHED GUESTS, THE DINING-IN COMMITTEE, STEWARD(ESSES), AND OUR GUEST SPEAKER, (_____).  FELLOW SOLDIERS, THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING THE (_________) DINING-IN.  I TRUST THAT YOU HAVE ENJOYED YOURSELVES.  I DECLARE THAT THE MESS IS OFFICIALLY CLOSED.”

MR. VICE:  


Raps gavel twice.  States:  "FELLOW SOLDIERS, PLEASE REMAIN STANDING UNTIL AFTER THE OFFICIAL PARTY EXITS.  (After the Official Party exits)   THIS CONCLUDES TONIGHT'S CEREMONY.  THANK YOU."

Note:  All members will depart.
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